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tion against them. What that something was to be, kept
every mind in suspense. A Bed of Justice, too, prepared in
secret, ready as soon as announced, indicated a strong resolu-
tion taken against the Parliament, and indicated also so much
firmness and measure in a Prince, usually supposed to be en-
tirely incapable of any, that every one was at sea. All, ac-
cording as they were allied to the Parliament or to the bas-
tards, seemed to wait in fear what was to be proposed. Many
others appeared deeply wounded because the Regent had not
admitted them behind the scenes, and because they were com-
pelled to share the common surprise. Never were faces so
universally elongated; never was embarrassment more general
or more marked. In these first moments of trouble I fancy
few people lent an ear to the letters the Keeper of the Seals
was reading. When they were finished, M. le Due <T Orl&ms
said he did not think it was worth while to take the votes one
by one, either upon the contents of these letters or their regis-
tration; but that all would be in favour of commencing the
Bed of Justice at once.

After a short but marked pause, the Regent developed, in
few words, the reasons which had induced the Council at its
last sitting, to abrogate the decree of the Parliament. He
added, that judging by the conduct of that assembly, it would
have been to jeopardise anew the King's authority, to send for
registration this act of abrogation to the Parliament, which
would assuredly have given in public a proof of formal dis-
obedience, in refusing to register; that there being no other
remedy than a Bed of Justice, he had thought it best to as-
semble one, but in secret, so as not to give time or opportunity
to the ill-disposed to prepare for disobedience; that he believed,
with the Keeper of the Seals, the frequency and the manner
of the parliamentary remonstrances were such that the Parlia-
ment must be made to keep within the limits of its duty,
which, long since, it seemed to have lost sight of; that the
Keeper of the Seals would now read to the Council the act of
abrogation, and the rules that were to be observed in future.
Then, looking at the Keeper of the Seals, "Monsieur/' said he,